
BREAKING IT DOWN

When covid happened, everyone receiving a social
assistance benefit started getting the entire benefit. Leah
isn't sure what the full rate is for a four-person benefit,
but for her and her daughter, it's around $1300/month.
Leah’s not entitled to the full $1300/month, though, and
she doesn’t know how to get the full amount either. But
because no ODSP staff were working during Covid,
everyone on any disability benefit got the full amount,
even though they weren't eligible for the full amount. 
 
When everyone went back to work again, disabled people
started getting their regular rates, but each month, a little
bit was being deducted to pay back the "overcharge". This
isn’t the problem. There’s nothing wrong with this, other
than we have no way to pay it back because no one will
hire us. 
 
Barrie Housing charges rent based on the amounts we
received, so for Leah, her rent was increased to reflect
30% of $1300/month, instead of the usual 30% of
$850/month. 

Furthermore, in 2020, Leah was also receiving both the
CPP Disability benefit, as well as the ODSP benefit.
Although people with disabilities can be on both benefit
programs at the same time, they can only receive monthly
cash payments from one benefit. No one is entitled to
cash payments from both benefits at the same time. The
reason someone would want to be on both benefit
programs, though, is because ODSP covers medical and
dental and CPP Disability benefits doesn’t. 
 
ODSP also pays Leah's rent directly, so throughout 2020,
ODSP just kept paying the BMNPHC directly and now she
and thousands of other tenants on social assistance owe
thousands to ODSP for rent that is being "paid off" to
ODSP. 
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RENT-GEARED-TO-INCOME (RGI)
CALCULATIONS
Leah's rent is calculated based on her income. Social assistance benefits are categorized as
‘income deposits’. In 2020, between ODSP, CPP Disability, CERB and E.I., Leah received a
total of $30,947.07, the vast majority of which she has to pay back. She also can’t get her
ODSP financial breakdown to see how much was paid directly to her housing provider
because the local office doesn’t keep records that old, and apparently there's "nothing" the
Simcoe County ODSP office can do to figure this out. 
 
Leah's housing provider refuses to provide financial breakdowns to tenants who receive
government assistance, and this is how they’re able to "overcharge" tenants without them
knowing it. Tenants are simply not given financial breakdowns and if they ask for one,
they’re simply ignored.

Another thing no one has noticed yet, either, is that Leah's CPP Disability payments
stopped in mid-2020. But if you look at the 'Release Package' pdf attachment provided by
Employment and Social Development Canada in their FOI request response, they told Leah
that the number of CPP Disability beneficiaries hasn't changed since 2021. Why did the CPP
Disability benefit take off a bunch of disabled people after Covid only? 
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CPP DISABILITY
Leah was removed from CPP Disability in
September 2020, which can be seen on the
following page. But this Freedom of
Information (FOI) response from
Employment & Social Development Canada
says that the number of CPP Disability
beneficiaries hasn’t changed since
December 2020, which means a ton of
beneficiaries were removed right before
December, or this information is incorrect.



There’s also a good chance that these
numbers are not correct. Did they really

complete all their changes between
September and December 2020? 
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The CCSS either stopped
processing applications or

they removed a whole
bunch of disabled families

from their disability
program, just like the CPP

Disability program did. 
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BARRIE & INNISFIL RESIDENTS
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DECEMBER 2020 - - 1,500 2,200

DECEMBER 2021 1,931 5,341 1,500 2,100

DECEMBER 2022 2,173 5,304 1,500 2,300

DECEMBER 2023 2,621 5,337 1,500 2,300

PERCENTAGE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN 2020/2021 TO 2023 +35.7% -0.07% 0% 0%

DATE OW (WELFARE) ODSP (MAIN
DISABILITY) CPP DISABILITY CPP (<$2K) & OAS

DIFFERENCE

Leah organized the information that both the CCSS and Employment & Social
Development Canada provided her in FOI request responses. Both respondents have
prevented thousands of Barrie and Innisfil residents from not only not receiving
disability by either removing them from the benefit program or not
processing/accepting their application, but they’ve also done the same thing to the
elderly in receipt of the Old Age Security benefit and the Canada Pension Plan. 
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Between May 2023 and June 2024, the
number of full-time jobs in Barrie has

decreased by 12,800 jobs.  

The Ontario Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services, and Employment &
Social Development Canada literally starved an entire population group; all low-
income disadvantaged and vulnerable people in Simcoe County. And these numbers
are just for Barrie and Innisfil. I can only imagine what they are for the rest of Simcoe
County. 
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https://creastats.crea.ca/board/barr-employment-trends#:~:text=The%20unemployment%20rate%20in%20Barrie,below%20the%20long%2Drun%20average.
https://creastats.crea.ca/board/barr-employment-trends
https://creastats.crea.ca/board/barr-employment-trends

