
On June 18, 2024, I found this article while
doing research for a PSI Foundation grant:

Barrie Housing Rent-Geared-to-Income (RGI) tenant, Leah
Dyck, seeks to file a class action lawsuit on behalf of all Barrie
Housing and Simcoe County female RGI tenants in Simcoe
County left out of the province’s rental assistance program
during the height of the pandemic, alleging Barrie Housing
and Simcoe County Housing’s distribution of the funds—for
which these tenants received low priority—amounts to
discrimination.

The proposed federal suit, takes aim at the Barrie Municipal
Non-Profit Housing Corporation (BMNPHC), the Simcoe
County Housing Corporation (SCHC), the City of Barrie, the
County of Simcoe, the Ontario Ministry of Children,
Community and Social Services (CCSS), which houses the
Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP), and Employment
and Social Development Canada (ESDC), which houses the
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) Disability benefit program, the
latter two of which administered the province’s monetary
social assistance.  

Administered at the height of the COVID-19 lockdown to aid
tenants who fell behind on rent, Barrie Housing and Simcoe
County Housing prioritized themselves, effectively excluding
public housing tenants, who’ve accumulated rent and other
debts since the pandemic. 

BMNPHC Tenants Want to Sue Over Exclusion From
Province Pandemic Rent Relief
By Leah Dyck. Published October 12, 2024

Barrie Housing and Simcoe County Housing tenants claim
they were left out of the province’s rental assistance
program during the height of the pandemic, and allege the
province’s distribution of the funds—for which they claim
they received low priority— amounts to discrimination.

On Oct. 12, 2024, I listed the correlations
between New York and Barrie, for others to
see for themselves:



Article

“I’m lobbying for this money because we were discriminated
against even though we are taxpayers and we pay rent,” says
Leah Dyck, the Founder of Fresh Food Weekly, a program run
through her registered charity, The VanDyck Foundation, that
started during the COVID-19 lockdown to aid vulnerable
tenants who were starving. Dyck, who’s also a recipient of the
Fresh Food Weekly program says, “Yes, I’m the only one who
received some money, but did I really get all of it?” 

The Fresh Food Weekly program’s Founder and recipient, Dyck,
is the Defendant named in Barrie Housing’s injunction, and who
represents thousands of BMNPHC and SCHC tenants who’ve
amassed debts and/or rent arrears since 2020 but were
“unable to benefit from a myriad of social assistance benefits
during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic,” either because
they didn’t know they were eligible and didn’t ask, or because
their requests were left pending for years. 

Dyck also accuses the BMNPHC and the SCHC of failing to
rectify tenants’ incomes—used to determine their monthly rent
payments—to reflect the economic hardships they faced due
to COVID-19, meaning they were paying more than they should
have. Many residents who owe back rent now “live in fear of
having eviction or consumer debt proceedings brought against
them and their families,” her complaint states. 

“I had a recipient who had to file bankruptcy, I had three
neighbours on my floor who died shortly after the lockdowns
were lifted,” Dyck continues. “We’re going through all of the
other stress and drama we were all experiencing during the
pandemic and you think these benefits will help, but we’re just
left ignored for years.” 

Dyck’s complaint alleges discrimination based on sex, marital
status and family status, since the vast majority of BMNPHC
and SCHC tenants are single women and single mothers, and
accuses the Plaintiff of violating the Housing Services Act,
2011, and the Ontario Human Rights Code, 1990, which
prohibits source of income discrimination. 

According to her complaint, the Plaintiffs’ “explicit de-
prioritization of public and subsidized housing tenants
disproportionately prevented single women and single mothers
from receiving critical assistance due to their housing status
and source of income, as compared to tenants paying full
market rates. 

“When we understand the demographics of subsidized people
in Simcoe County—which is well known public information and
certainly understood—‘subsidized’ in the city is a proxy for
deeply poor single women and single mother tenants. That’s
who we’re talking about,” Dyck tells anyone who will listen. 

Dyck also wants to seek an injunction to pause the BMNPHC
and the SCHC from evicting and suing tenants over arrears
whose ODSP payments were denied, left pending, or who didn’t
know they could ask for them. 

It comes as the City and County receives $249M earlier this
Spring—between March and April, 2024—according to reports
authored by Macleans Magazine’s Barrie Today (dot) com’s
online news outlet. 

Both the BMNPHC and the SCHC deny the allegations. 

https://citylimits.org/2024/05/01/nycha-tenants-sue-over-early-exclusion-from-state-pandemic-rent-relief/#:~:text=The%20class%20action%20lawsuit%2C%20filed,low%20priority%E2%80%94amounts%20to%20discrimination.
http://www.freshfoodweekly.com/


Immediately after stumbling upon the above NYCHA article, I emailed Nikki Cole at
BarrieToday.com (the screenshot below is the entirety of the email I sent her, as she’d ghosted
my previous two emails in April 2024):

Exactly 35 minutes later, the Office of Mayor Alex Nuttall responded to my Food Systems
Planning Office proposal I presented to him in February 2024:

Neither Lauralyn Johnston or her Poverty Reduction team
responded to me. Now Barrie Housing has launched a
defamation lawsuit against me, and refuses to provide me
with the audit they conducted on my file in 2022, and wants
me to retract everything I’ve said about them, and give them a
public apology. Their lawsuit against me is harassment. I told
the City, the County and the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario
I rather go to jail like Martin Luther King Jr., did, then apologize
for speaking the truth. 


